
D R Y S D A L E  &  D I S T R I C T  R E S I D E N T S  A S S O C I A T I O N

April 2025

Email: DADRAcommittee@gmail.com
Telephone/SMS: Peter - 07753 181535
Facebook: fb.me/dadra.org.uk
Instagram: dadra.org.uk
Website: www.dadra.org.uk

VE Day 80th 1945-2025 Community Get-Together:  
26th May 1pm-5pm @10th Chingford Scout Hall 

Community Litter Pick: Sunday 11th May         
10am Start @ Scout Hall 2pm Start @ Drysdale Pk.
DADRA Friday Club: 11th & 25th April, 9th & 23rd May,
6th & 20th June, 4th & 18th July. 2pm-4pm @Scout Hall

DADRA Walks: 16th & 30th April, 14th & 28th May, 11th & 
25th June, 9th & 23rd July. 11am @ top of Epping Way

Please keep in touch:

DADRA dates for your diary: Other local events:

Spring is finally here, and we have been enjoying the beautiful 
blooms planted by local volunteers and the greening of the forest.

There are lots of fantastic events planned for the coming weeks 
including our VE Day 80th (1945-2025) Community Get-Together 
hosted with the 10th Chingford Scouts on Bank Holiday Monday 
26th May (details overleaf) and our Community Litter Pick on 
11th May - and of course our regular groups continue including our 
bi-weekly Wednesday Walks and Friday Club. You can find the 
key dates and details of these and more local activities below, 
as well as on our Instagram, Facebook page, or our newly 
updated and active website: www.dadra.org.uk 

Brambly Hedge Trail & Gloucester Ride  

There are lots of local events lined up this spring.  
Find more details on our Instagram & Facebook. 

7th-20thApril: Willow Weaving Workshops  
        228 Chingford Mount - Booking required  
12th April: E4 Pop Up Spring Market - 
       Mornington Hall 12 - 4pm - Craft market  
       with candles, cakes, Easter goodies +  
21st April: Easter Egg Trail - Ridgeway Park 
      11am - 3pm - The Dream Factory Charity
       Plant/compost sales, coffee, cake + more 
27th April: Organiclea Open Day - 12 - 4pm
       Plant/compost sales, coffee, cake + more
27th April: Chingford Green Jumble Trail - 
          10.30am - 2pm - Across North Chingford
5th May:    Walk - Pimp Hall to Ale House Field 
          2 - 4pm - Guided by Joanna Moncrieff,  
      Footprints of London - Booking required

Friday Social Club:

Come and join us every other Friday from 
2-4pm in the Scout Hall at the top of Hawkwood 
Crescent for a chat with your neighbours over 
tea/coffee and biscuits. We also offer board 
games, quizzes, arts, crafts and book swaps in 
a friendly and sociable atmosphere where all are 
made very welcome.  

Find the dates below and be sure to join us on 
11th April when we will be making Easter cards.

Local Author Talk @ Friday Club - 25th April:

Local resident and author Iqbal Hussain will be 
at Friday Club to tell us all about his debut novel 
‘Northern Boy’. Billed as ‘Billy Elliot meets Bend 
It Like Beckham’ it is the perfect uplifting read 
navigating family and identity from boyhood to 
adulthood and set within the changing eras of 
ABBA, skinheads and urbanisation.

If you can’t make it along, why not order a copy 
from Jo’s Bookshop on Station Road to support 
an up-and-coming local author & local business.  

December 2025

Email: DADRAcommittee@gmail.com
Telephone/SMS: Peter - 07753 181535
Facebook: fb.me/dadra.org.uk
Instagram: dadra.org.uk
Website: www.dadra.org.uk

DADRA Friday Club Christmas Party: 
19th December. 2pm-4pm @Scout Hall

DADRA Friday Club: 5th & 19th December, 
2nd, 16th & 30th January, 13th & 27th February, 
13th & 27th March. 2pm-4pm @Scout Hall

DADRA Walks: 10th & 24th December, 7th & 22nd 
January, 4th & 18th February, 4th & 18th March. 
Meet 11am usually at the top of Epping Way

Welcome to our winter newsletter which contains local news 
and events in the lead up to Christmas and beyond.

For more ongoing information please do also visit our social 
media pages on Facebook (fb.me/dadra.org.uk) and Instagram 
(dadra.org.uk), and our new website dadra.org.uk which is 
now updated regularly with details of local events, and articles 
relating to the Chingford area, such as the new Brambly 
Hedge trail around Connaught Water, and the unveiling of the 
new Chingford sign on the green at the top of Station Road. 

Thank you to all who attended our AGM in September, 
where we shared updates on our activities over the year. We 
welcomed guests PC Ricardo Gloria, Kelly Summers on 
behalf of our local councillors, and three members of CRA the 
Chingford Residents Association. After the official business, 
there was an opportunity to chat with our guests, committee 
members and neighbours over a glass of wine and nibbles. 
Of particular concern this year was the proposed expansion of the school. Not the planned 
rebuild itself, but the potential increase in traffic along the streets near the school and forest edge 
that would be generated by the reduction in staff parking and continued school expansion. Traffic 
and parking at drop-off and pick-up times is already an on-going problem for local residents 
and DADRA has made a submission to the consultation asking that this issue be taken into 
consideration and continue to support local residents with the current traffic issues.

Sadly there were no new volunteers to join the committee at this years AGM and a low turnout 
from our younger community members. We know how busy life can be, so we will aim to allow 
remote attendance to next years event. Our committee is run solely by volunteers, so do let 
us know if you can help out, whether you’d like to join us for a 90min online meeting every 2 
months, or just help out with social media and website updates or delivering newsletters when you 
can - all help gratefully received.  

There are lots of wonderful local festive events this December - we’ve listed many overleaf and 
will add new ones as we hear about them to our Facebook, Instagram and website. 

Best wishes for a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year from your DADRA Committee.  

Please keep in touch:

DADRA dates for your diary:

The new Chingford sign and Christmas tree



Friday Social Club

Come and join us every other Friday 2-4pm in 
the Scout Hall at the top of Hawkwood Crescent 
for a chat with your neighbours over tea, coffee 
and biscuits. We also offer quizzes, arts, crafts, 
board games, and book swaps in a friendly, 
sociable atmosphere where all are very welcome. 

This year our Christmas Party is on Friday 
19th December from 2-4pm. Raise a toast to 
the season with mulled wine and mince pies, 
plus there will be Christmas music, crackers, a 
Christmas Quiz, Secret Santa, and a prize for the 
best Christmas jumper.

Regular dates for 2026 can be found overleaf.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Wednesday Walks

Enjoy the changing seasons on our local walks 
every other Wednesday morning from 11am, 
usually starting at the top of Epping Way. 
Upcoming dates can be found overleaf. Register 
your interest at DADRAwalk@btinternet.com 
and check your email as the starting point may 
change to accommodate weather or walking 
conditions, as well as special outings or events.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

10th Chingford Scout Group Events

The Scouts have two community fundraising events 
planned for the coming months. On Saturday 
6th December there will be a Christmas Fair - 
2-5pm with crafts, tea, coffee, warm fruit punch, 
mince pies, music, a tombola raffle and lots more.

On January 31st there will be a Hoi Bingo event - 
contact titch85931@hotmail.com for more info.

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

North Chingford Library - Regular Events

The library hosts many weekly events, these are 
just a few and are great regular events.

Monday:  	 11:30-2:30pm Knitting Club
	        	 5-7pm Yoga Course - contact 		
	  	 katherineyoga@hotmail.com for info.
Tuesday: 	 3:30-4:30pm Kids Crafts
Wednesday:	 9:45-11:15am Community Drop-in - 		
 		  for advice support and information
	        	 1-2pm Adult Mindful Colouring		
		  4-5pm Kids Construction Club (book)
Thursdays: 	 3:30-4:30pm Kids Crafts

All these events are free and the library is a lovely 
warm space to spend a couple of hours. Do pop in 
or look online on Eventbrite to find out more.

Keeping Safe and Secure this Christmas

Unfortunately, there have been reports of burglary 
and car break-ins in our area, and we know these 
can peak around the holidays. As we approach 
Christmas, ensure your house and car are secure, 
and be careful to keep new goods and presents out 
of sight, as thieves are always on the lookout. 

Make sure you fold boxes from high-end goods into 
your green bins rather than leaving them by the side 
or on top. Please use lights on timer and activate 
security lights, cameras and alarms where possible. 

♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦ ♦

Make it Happen 2026 - Grant

Grant applications are open for Make it Happen 
2026 which focuses on projects led by people 
aged 18-25. Have you got an idea for a local 
event that we can help with the application for? 
Just get in touch - we’d love to support you.

There are lots of events lined up this December.
More details and events can be found on our 
Facebook, Instagram and website. 

6th Dec:   10th Chingford Scouts Christmas Fair 	
	     - 2-5pm @ Scout Hall Hawkwood Cres.
	     Crafts, drinks, mince pies, music & more.

	     CLiC Christmas Concert - 2:30pm 
	     @ United Reformed Church - £15

	     Fauré Requiem & Vivaldi Gloria  
	     S.W. Essex Choir - 6:30pm 
	     @ Chingford Parish Church - £16

7th Dec:   Highams Park Christmas Fayre 	
	     - 11am-5pm Food market @ HP Station 	
	     Car Park. Craft market and music @ 	
	     Signal Walk outside Tesco. Carols at 4pm

7th /14th /   Choral Evensong by Candlelight - 	
21st Dec:  6:30pm @ Chingford Parish Church. 

13th Dec: Play & Connect Festive Celebration 
	     - 11am-2pm @ North Chingford Library
	     Family crafts, games and more.

16th Dec: Hanukkah Craft - 3:30-4:30pm 
	     @ North Chingford Library.

18th Dec: Yardley School Winter Fair 
	     - 3:30-5pm @ Yardley School
	     Activities, food, drinks & visit from Santa.

20th Dec: Love Chingford Christmas Market 
	     - 11am-5pm @ Assembly Hall. Gifts, 	
	     food, entertainment and Santa’s Grotto. 	
	     Raising funds for The Dream Factory. 

Local festive events:


