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Treasurer, Drysdale and District Resident’s Association

Dear Peter,

Thank you for joining us at Council on Thursday 16 July. We hugely value the time
given and contributions made by residents like yourself, and know we speak on
behalf of all Councillors when we say that the variety of lived experiences shared by
our residents must be at the forefront of future policy exploration and decision-
making.

We have endeavoured to answer your statement as five separate elements and
have provided a corresponding answer to each.

1. We will continue to resist large scale developments that are out of scale and
inappropriate from the existing environment

Residents rightly expect new developments to be well designed and to respond
positively to local character. The Waltham Forest Local Plan takes a character-led
approach to meeting the borough's evidenced need for affordable homes, jobs,
community facilities, public realm improvements, greening and supporting
infrastructure.

The Plan establishes a clear framework for where growth should be accommodated
and the scale of development that is appropriate in different parts of the borough. It
also sets out the policies that proposals must meet in relation to design quality,
character, heritage, sustainability and environmental performance.

Importantly, we recognise that successful places are shaped with local residents and
communities. As plans and proposals come forward, the Council will work with local
people to understand local needs and priorities, helping to ensure that new
development delivers the affordable homes, jobs, amenities, green spaces and
infrastructure that communities need, while making a positive contribution to existing

neighbourhoods. We are committed to meaningful engagement and consultation
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wherever opportunities arise, so that local voices help shape the future of the
borough.

2. We encourage you to reintroduce free car parking periods ASAP on Station
Road and elsewhere in the north of the borough - this is essential to help keep
small businesses active. Consultation outcomes have been ignored. We
believe restoration of free parking periods is the way to support local residents
and businesses.

In due course we will be undertaking a Parking and Kerbside review, and this
includes reviewing the 15 minutes free parking provision, as per our manifesto
commitment. The review will not just be about parking management and restrictions
but a strategic approach to how street space is allocated, managed and used, and
how this can be linked to ensuring kerbside space is managed with equity and
transparently for everyone in our Borough. As this is a significant piece of work, we
do not yet have an estimated timeframe, however we will be sure to provide updates
as this progresses.

3. We draw attention to the dilapidated and disintegrated pavements in the
Drysdale area, leading to trips and falls putting unnecessary pressure on the
NHS. Whilst small spots are patched when reported, the whole area needs to
be addressed. We suspect this could be achieved by only using a small part of
the Highways budget.

All roads — including those in the Drysdale Area, are regularly inspected by
Highways Supervisors and any safety related defects are repaired on a risk-based
approach. The last inspection of Drysdale Avenue took place in early July with some
minor defects picked up and repaired. If further works are required, this will be
considered subject to available budgets and funding priorities.

4. Speed bumps are largely ineffective at reducing average speeds but
vibrations from them continue to impact the lives of some residents who live
in close proximity. We ask that they are removed where residents have
requested. This is a health and safety matter.

While we appreciate that some residents may experience concerns about noise or
vibration from vehicles passing over traffic-calming features, the Council cannot
remove existing road humps solely on the basis of individual requests. Road humps
are installed as part of wider road safety schemes where there is evidence that
physical traffic calming is required to help reduce vehicle speeds and improve safety
for all road users.

The available evidence and national guidance indicate that vertical traffic-calming
measures, including road humps, can be effective in reducing vehicle speeds and
reducing the likelihood and severity of collisions, particularly when delivered as part
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of an area-wide traffic-calming scheme. For this reason, their removal would need to
be carefully considered against the potential impact on road safety.

Where concerns are raised regarding vibration or structural impacts, the Council will
consider any available evidence and investigate specific issues where appropriate.
However, it is important to note that vibration is often influenced by factors such as
vehicle type, driver behaviour, road condition and the proximity of properties to the
carriageway, rather than the presence of traffic-calming features alone.

As the Highway Authority, the Council must balance the concerns of individual
residents against the wider road safety benefits that such measures provide to the
community. Unless there is clear evidence that a traffic-calming feature is defective,
causing an identified highway safety issue, or is no longer justified from a road safety
perspective, there would generally be no basis for its removal.

5. | understand that the Chair of the Chingford Resident’s Association has
requested a meeting with the Leader, but is yet to receive a date.

A meeting is scheduled with the CRA on Tuesday 11 August.

We trust this provides greater clarity on the concerns you have raised, and we thank
you again for your statement. Please do not hesitate to reach out if you have any
further queries.

With best wishes,

Councillor Paul Perkins Councillor Eva Tabbasam
Leader of the Council Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member
for Housing and Regeneration
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